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S.  Sider  Restores  Bed  Of  Lanky-Legged  Lincol 


By  Tom  Littlewood  1 

Sun-Times  Bureau 
SPRINGFIELD  — A  Chica- 
goan  who  would  have  come 
to  about  the  tip  of  Abraham 
Lincoln's  beard  earns  his  living 
by  literally  digging  up  Honest 
Abe's  past. 

This  Saturday,  5-foot-3-inch 
Richard  S.  Hagen  of  1315  E. 


Pictures  on  Page  30. 


53d  will  proudly  dust  off  a 
four-poster  bed  ample  enough 
to  have  cushioned  the  lanky 
legs  of  America's  longest  Presi- 
dent. 

Then,  while  the  public  files 


for  the  first  time  through  Lin- 
coln's bedroom,  Hagen  will 
turn  his  attention  to  the  Great 
Emancipator's  back  yard,  picket 
fence,  w°odshed  and  carriage 
house. 

The  35-year-old  Hagen  is 
compactly  built  and  might  look 
like  Lincoln's  old  political 
nemesis,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  if 
it  weren't  for  his  short-cropped 
red  hair. 

Restores  2d  Floor 

As  the  state's  archeologist 
and  historic  consultant,  it  has 
been  his  task  to  restore  the 
second  floor  of  Lincoln's  home 
here. 

On  Lincoln's  birthday,  Satur- 


day, the  entire  house  is  being  I 
opened  to  the  public,  and  it 
will  be  as  authentic  as  possible  | 
down  to  a  replica  of  the  bed 
on  which  Lincoln  unfolded  his 
stiltlike  legs. 

With  this  job  done,  Hagen 
will  concentrate  the  next  two 
years  on  remaking  the  back 
yard  as  it  was  in  1860. 

For  months  he  inquisitively 
dug  up  Lincoln's  yard,  "read- 
ing" the  soil,  rooting  through 
the  famous  President's  buried 
rubbish  in  search  of  secrets  that 
would  divulge  how  the  Lincolns 
lived. 

WJiat  he  found  was  enough  to 


make  us  appreciate  some  of 
Lincoln's  less  world-shaking I 
problems.  For  the  President  ap-1 
parently  had  a  hypochondriac 
for  a  wife. 

Hagen  discovered  more  than 
two  dozen  intact  medicine 
bottles — Dr.  Wistar's  Balsam  of 
Wild  Cherry,  "Soothing  Syrup," 
and  various  other  tonics. 
Document  Reunited 
This  lends  support  to  what 
historians  already  knew  about 
Mrs.  Lincoln.  From  her  letters 
and  friends'  diaries,  they  specu- 
late that  she  suffered  from  mi- 
graine headaches,  spent  much 
of  her  time  in  bed  and  imagined 


herself  perpetually  stricken  with 
mysterious  ills. 

In  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library,  meanwhile,  the  long- 
separated  parts  of  a  torn  docu- 
ment have  been  reunited. 

It  is  the  only  existing  sheet 
of  notes  written  by  Lincoln  for 
his  series  of  debates  with  Doug- 
las in  1858. 

The  top  half  of  the  sheet  was 
given  to  the  library  four  years 
ago  by  three  heirs  of  John  Todd 
(Stuart,  Lincoln's  first  law  part- 
ner. 

The  bottom  half  recently  was 
(acquired  from  a  Springfield 
autograph  collector. 


Another  view  of  Lincoln's  bedroom.  Mrs.  Lincoln  slept  in  an  adjoining  bedroom. 
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RESTORED  LINCOLN  ROOM  OPENS  SATURDAY 

After  many  years  of  work  restoring  the  Lincoln  Home  in  Springfield  to  reflect  more 
realistically  the  home  life  of  Honest  Abe  and  his  family,  the  rooms  will  be  reopened  to 
the  public  Saturday.  Mrs.  Kathleen  Bradish  (foreground),  custodian,  gives  friends  a 

f>review  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  bedroom.  Four-poster  bed,  ample  enough  to  hold  Lincoln's 
anky  body,  was  found  by  Illinois  Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  (Sun-Times  Photos)  
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